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Rev. James H. Murphy

Burns Visiting Scholar, Fall 2015 Semester

Rev. James H. Murphy, C.M., professor of English 
at DePaul University, Chicago, will serve as the Burns 
Visiting Scholar in Irish Studies for the fall 2015 



2

Irish Studies Fall 2015 Events 
September 23  |  7:00 p.m.
Gasson Hall Irish Room
BC’s Lowell Humanities Series presents Professor 
Declan Kiberd, Irish writer and scholar. His lecture 
is titled “Militarism or Modernism? Intellectual 
Origins of the Easter Rising, Dublin, 1916.”

October 1, 2015  |  6:00 p.m.
Devlin Hall Room 101
Reception to follow in Connolly House.
Professor Margaret Kelleher, Inaugural Adele 
Dalsimer Memorial Lecturer, presents “Focla 
Déigheanacha (Dying Words): The Execution of 
Myles Joyce (Galway, 1882) and Its Continuing 
Legacy.”

October 24  |  10:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Devlin Hall Room 101
150th anniversary of the birth of Yeats  
To celebrate the 150th anniversary of the renowned 
Irish poet W.B. Yeats, the Center for Irish Programs 
will host a one-day conference at Boston College. 
The lineup of speakers includes:

Michael Woods, Princeton University
Carrie Preston, Boston University
Rebecca Troeger, University of Connecticut
Elizabeth Loizeaux, Boston University
Paige Reynolds, Holy Cross College
John Paul Riquelme, Boston University
Andrew Kuhn, Boston College 
 
There will be an opportunity in the course of the 
day to read your favorite Yeats poem.

November 18  |  4:30 p.m.
Burns Library
Lecture in the Thompson Room, reception to follow 
in the Library’s Irish Room 
The Burns Visiting Scholar Lecture “Novelists 
and Politicians in Nineteenth Century Ireland,” 
presented by James H. Murphy, C.M., fall 2015 
Burns Visiting Scholar.

December 9  |   
5:00 p.m.
Devlin Hall Room 101
Reception to follow at  
Connolly House.
Professor Monica 
McWilliams, Ulster 
University, presents: 
“Women and the 
Peace Process in 
Northern Ireland.



new women’s collective, 
the Dun Emer Guild; a 
Celtic revivalist casket 
commissioned as a 
gift to the first senate 
of the Irish Free State 
to hold the vellum 
roll containing each 
senator’s signature; 
examples of jewelry 
inspired by nineteenth-
century archaeological 
discoveries of early Christian metalwork; and exquisite 
lacework produced by rural women and organized 
by elite patrons. To demonstrate why Irish stained 
glass artists gained international prominence in the 
early twentieth century, the exhibition displays Harry 
Clarke’s and Wilhelmina Geddes’s glass panels, which  
evoke Ireland’s Celtic and early Christian past.

The exhibition is 
co-curated by Vera 
Kreilkamp of Bos-
ton College’s Irish 
Studies faculty and 
Diana Larsen, as-









a radicalization of Irish politics that would culminate 
with the Easter Rising in Dublin in 1916. Century 
Ireland will unveil a project dedicated to the events of 
Easter 1916 in October. For updates follow the project 
on twitter #CenturyIrl. 
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