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The John J. Burns Library 
of Rare Books and Special 
Collections

In the spring of 2012, the Burns Library acquired 
the papers and library of noted Irish historian and 
University of Chicago Professor Emmet Larkin, a gift 
from Emmet’s widow Dianne Larkin. The collection 
included more than 100 containers of archival mate-
rial and 2,500 books. The library has now been fully 
processed, while processing of the manuscript mate-
rial continues, ahead of schedule. The latter collection 
is expected to be fully processed by the spring of 2014, 
allowing researchers access to this voluminous and 
historically significant collection a full six months ear-
lier than previously estimated. Credit for this timely 
endeavor goes to archivist David Horn, his assistants 
Michael Burns and Philip Kiley, S.J, and their student 
assistants. Senior cataloger David Richtmyer, ably as-
sisted by Jay Moschella and student assistants, made 
quick work of the extensive Larkin library.

The Larkin collection is a treasure trove for research-
ers of Irish history, and its acquisition significantly 
strengthens the library’s Irish holdings. An important 
part of the collection is Larkin’s correspondence over 
a period of 40 years with those in the many organiza-
tions he served, and with many current and former 
colleagues and students. Much of the correspondence 
pertains to the American Conference for Irish Stud-
ies, reflecting the work of Larkin, other founders, and 
a variety of members throughout the history of this 
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continued on next page

Boston College-Ireland
Century Ireland

Launched in May 2013, Century Ireland charts 
the Irish decade of commemoration. The project, 
which functions as a real-time historical newspaper, 
is produced by Boston College-Ireland and hosted 
by the state broadcaster RTE in collaboration with 
the national cultural institutions. Funded by the 
Department of the Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, 
subsequent editions of Century Ireland will be 
issued fortnightly at www.rte.ie/centuryireland and 
supported by daily twitter updates on @CenturyIRL 
and on Facebook at www.facebook.com/Century 
Ireland. In addition to the news of a century ago, and 

material from the archives and libraries of Ireland, 
many of the stories are supported by specially 
commissioned films or material drawn from RTE’s 
television and radio archive. Recent pieces include 
events from the Dublin Lockout, the rise of the Ulster 
Volunteers, the state of housing in Dublin, and rising 
fears of proselytising by Protestants across Ireland.

Reaction to the project has been very positive and 
a mark of its success has been its shortlisting for two 
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