
 

 
 
 
 

SUE L. NGUYEN 
(May 3, 1937 – September 18, 2011) 

  
  
Sue Le Nguyen was born the fourth child of Kien Xuan Nguyen, her father, and Hoa Thi 
Phung, her mother, in Hanoi, Vietnam.  When she was 23 years old, she won a full 
scholarship at Southern Illinois University in Carbondale, Illinois to earn her Bachelor’s 
degree in Education.  This experience began an exciting time of travel and learning, as she 
later went on to study French literature in Paris, teach in her native country of Vietnam, 
work as a radio broadcaster in Australia, attend interpretation school in Switzerland, and 


